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Deoember 15, 1954 


TO i Mr, Randolph A, Kidder 

PROM» Francis E. Malogr, Jr, 

SUBJECT i Cao Dal and Hoa Hao St^port for Quat Appointment 


Colonel Thai, the Minister of Information, told me last 
evening that General Ely had spoken to General Phuong at noon 
yesterday, urging him to agree to the appointment of Dr, Quat 
ae Minister of Defense. According to Colonel Thai, Phuong 
agreed to do this provided there were no undue Dai Viet 
influences thus introduced into the Defense Ministry. 


As I mentioned yesterday in Ambassador Collins’ staff 
meeting, Colonel Thai has been most helpful In obtaining the 
support and cooperation of the Cao Dal and Hoa Hao groups. 

His suggestions as to U. S. actions to obtain that support 
and cooperation have invariably been reliable* Colonel Thai 

^ fP 0ftk personally to Generals Phuong and Soa 

in order to explain his position and views. Thai believes that 
this personal approach by Quat would do muoh to reassure the 
two generals and bring them into line to accept Quat’s appoint- 
nient without demur# 

I think this is a sound suggestion, and you may wish tp 
pase it on to Ambassador Collins. ^ 
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